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FROM THE FIELD

BEYOND THE ICONS

FINDING A FRESH STORY AT ARCHES NATIONAL PARK

BY ROB ROGERS | WINTER ARDER, FLORIDA, ALL PHOTOS BY ROE ROGERS.

tehis Matbonal Park o southmsiem U s mos
A‘I:‘alm:-m for it monwmental sandsione arches carved
ver millions of yvears from the high desert by wind and
ratin. Mgt of these archis are accessble I-'l:r' shart hikes or nature
walles from prutking bots thiat often crowd o capacity. But i vou
lorver g bike dn solitude 2nd have 2 esonalsle amoune of dex-

terity and steengrh, there Is nothing veu'll enjoy more at Arches
Bational Park than a gromap o sobs hike in the Fiery Furnuce.

About Arches Matdonal Pack

Arches Mardonal Mark lkes approximately 230 miles soutl of
Sale Lake Clity, {usa porth of the town af Moaks, and sdes atofe o
subterranean ooean of sali IJ.I'.'J!II:I.‘\.i.lI'."IJ over hundreds of millions
of Waars when 29 different seas hiled and then :\':!:-f:-:u.l:l.'d from
the Colorado Plarsiu. The |u.:.-'r.'r:. o salt were then covered |.1-}'
thousands of feet of sediments eroded lom mountaing tha
I“‘“E pn'l.'l:rl-r:ll thee Ruschebes,

A tectanie forees ciosed the platesu to rise, the weagly of the
uvie r]'."i:llg Ll asses cansed ehe sale e I.ii!IJlr\' warfs and thriese
up Lo Elﬂl:i:.-'mﬁ fnyess of rack, L.J.u:-lht: them o Tractwre. Diver
rrillioms of wears, ernshon removed the T lavers of rock
andl ﬂup-ut‘l iy into glgmntic sandatone s (vertical walle).

Thse pa th's mumesabe asches formed when some of dhose fns
eroded From below, leav ing awe-mEpiring moick Tormationd that
are much YOUTLEET than the landmasses from which 1J:|:__|.' have
been carved. Geologically speaking, they alse live very short
lives, as the EAViLEEs of wind, rain and F|I|.|.|.'!'|tut:il'|.g EEImpe ratues
fraim LI:LII.'IE_II'IE seasonis beave them ina permanent state al
|.‘|i.iinl|.'gr.l|::i|:'|ll.

The vase majoriry of the parks visiuor cannot e blamed for
focusing only on those arches, s they are awe spheing and
u:l.':il}' risschied by car. Maost of Arches Mational Park's visitors
::rr.i:r' stray fur from the roadside wu.lki:lig paths that lead e star
arttetioeey ke Dielicie Arch, Balinced Rock, Double Arch,
Landscapse Arch, the Windows and Sand Dune Asch. Bur be-
cavse Arches also recelves millions of visiiors cach yuar, pu:king
{zied prace and qu:il.'i:l at the matn attractions can often be hard
tar el during the |JI.I!|.‘_|-' spring and summer months,

Tickets to the Flery Furnace are worth the effort o get

And then there is the Fery Furnace, Located |Jr.'v|.'|.1 within the
heart of Arches, the Fiery Furnace i 2 secluded labyringh of nac-
Fony Lanyons and su.l!lrJ:g.- washes within the |.1u.r|-.n.'5. ITOET Pt rons’
st of [ns, Access 1o the Fiery Furnace i lmited amd cun take 2
baie of planning and effait i secuene. Bur if WosLi T Il.I:LLC}' EI.'II:'IIIJEI'I
ter sang one of the parks daily seservarions w hike there, vou'll
be lefe [H:-.':ilil.'L'J}' breathless in muore wiys than ane.
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Beciise of the |.'|m|.|.1[|-.'1|1_3.' suind lr.agi!ll:r' of the terratn, the

Mational Park Service resterices access to the Fiery Furnace o
1:-|:'||:| L ¢ ulb'u.rhgmdtd pours and diffcule- Lot individual |!|i1r_1||.|.;
pertnies, The Pack sells |:'|.|-||;-.. 75 individual permits per day,
which must be pun’.|:| ased no more than one week in advance
and picked up one day before your hike at the park’s Visiors
{enter, where :,-'-:ru'” be m;.]l.l.imd eor watch a film and lesten wa
belef inseructional lecture from a FAfer.

Thie permits typiczlly sl owt minutes alver they go on sale
cach pCEnieg. When my rumjl.:.-' visited Archies for a spHng
break Lrips this peast M arch, iy wite eried eo et hiking pases
three |.‘|.u.:.-3 i oa rows and sucoseded l:r|11:.-' o her fnal ry. 5o
gelting i permit can ke tricky.

Bt sy, was it worth it Park ranggers at Avches aptly descrile
|:|'|||:'tng lhruugl: the Fiery Furmace as the aurdoos I'.'\qu:i'r'..llt'l‘ﬁ ol
E:'Z.J.'II.II:II.'JII.E AfE eSCIPE O There are no tealls o conventional
trall muarkers o cairns: vow are just get free o cimby through
the washes amd ap bomelders. losing g.'uursu“'ulmml.; clrcudtonus
Puil‘n 141 r.‘iul.[.‘r -::h].'l.l:lls lil:l ire 1:l|.|:|.':||| marteaver than an u.1r|1r|.-|’.“
coneh seat,

O courie, there is a recommended path lhrl'.lu.tﬂ'n the Rermace,
and you'll leamn abeut it during vour pre-hike meeting with the
rangee. This 14 the one my Family follewed, and 1t is dhe most
JJI:IIJIJI.]I soute for first-time visdeors to the park. But even that
trall is marked -:|-|:||.:,r |.'r|. thumb-sized arnows thar often blend into
watls and boulders.

Skills you'll need for the Fiery Furiace
71 ]iikij:g in the Flery Furnace requines patience and at least a
minimal amoune of I!mi:l-ﬁnlling heill: It also FeLidres 3 mod-



erate wnount of plosical fitness. Arches
Mathenal Park warts for good reason that
the Frery Furnuce can be challenging and
|.rl|:.*::'||.u||.1l.' I.IL'mH:III.‘III'LH. as many Fll:'rrl!:ium
FEguire Vo b climnls AEcEp erch By,
SEJUIEERE 40 life :|.'|.'|um'.'|.|'lJ:|muE|1 FLALTCIW
[rLssaped, amild even i:ump or climb acoss
e e [V

Bt as my Bamilvand Tesn areest. you
|.‘|.-:'|-|:|'I h.:-.-t' (7L iﬂ: F 141 =.1.|'.|1|:!1.' (4 111 IL'I:E'I-EI::I-
enced climber w empoy the Fiery Furnace.
M}' |‘i-:.-'|=r_-|:||:-|.'| had nes |:lr|.1|an]r:'|1| g.:rling
throwgh even the steepest and narrawes
nl'pung-us. s did 1, dl:i[:I:iI!r.' perng a lesi-
than-fit 50-year-old weekend backpacket
with & crippling fear of heights.

8o the Fiery Furnace Foels more like a
matiital obstacle course, even i _'!.'r.n.l.'rr a

flatkandir dizk jockey like me.

What makes the Fiery Fumnace so
spectal

And the scenery there is breathialking,
{ Temba 'I'J'l!'uLLE!'I. dineembraced washes
atud it el ders and uuil:lpu-:d pdl:la.n:
lead to poowering canyons, huge monolighs
and even the occasonal hidden anh. Aa
you rise in elevation, you climb toward

sun-licked walls amd s around oo see
ettilless vistas of the sl valley below,

Each climb and corner seetns o hide
a new natural wondes, and I:n.'lng_ Foreed
e ruen anolnd at dead ends on mistaken
paths to And your way on s half the plea-
sufe of hiking there. The Fiery Furhace
H._FIP'L'.Il.! i the w.ml:itri:ug chield fiall of
us, and ity ot hard o iEEgine what the
cepion’s frst explorers fele when discover-
ing thide :m.iE;i.cal I.'llil.'E'l.

Best of all, the limited acoess allosa
you to ety thise awe-niplring scene
in guket seliude, whete Vi Can bzt the
wind and the clls of birds r:thn:h:lng off
the canyon walls We chose to amrive at
& a.m, and were the first anes e the
Furnace, and we spene almist ot entire
2 Vs hours these alone.

if your ase like me and prefer to enjoy
satute far from the :III.HIJ.‘{i.'II.I:IIE crovwids,
you'll find the experience of hiking
through the Fiery Furnace positively
h.-t:vtldy.

If you goo
Daity permits to the Flery Furnace
st be purchased in addition to park

admission and oot 5105 they can be
purchased here. Alternately, a spot in

a ranger-led hike through the Fiery
Furnace can be irllrr.'l:lu:-:r] for 816 per
person. The separate fee for admission 1o
Arches National Pack as §15 per persn
ar $30 per privare vehicle

IF you plan to visit one or moee
muanthibral paks multiple thmes in a year
and reshde in the LIS, consider puh.'hu.:-
ing an Annual s, which gosis only
580 for L5 cittrens and covers !:urk
admizdon for a single private vehicle
{Les 3 family) to any natianal p-:a:!n'. for
305 continuos d.a.:.f:. [ Anpuad Passes are
fess actractive to pecsony visiting from
gutside the Unied Seites, as tl:IL"_!.' cost
£250 et i:ll.'.i'-'.lli-r: viehicle for mon=115.
citizens, )

Maost put-of-state visitons seach Arches
Mational Park by Aying to Sale Labe Ciry
International Arpore and then renting a
car and I'J.I‘I'r'l:IIE n.ppm:dﬂuttlr 34 hotars
o Moah, which dontiins an ample
selection of hotels and rental properties
through Vibo and Arbnb. Mod i4also
An m:!l.c_-m E-_'.utw.a_'!.- -:‘:L'lrnntu:lliL!.' b4}
[:m:."nl:llimdh Matlonal Tark, pofiions
ol wiich are less than an hour south of
Arches Marioaal Pack.

Arches 15 one of the buster Amserican
natienal J.'ru.rh. anedl with mast visbiors
ettering through the gmibe juss ouestde
Wloab, limes wo enter the Fi:rh. can be
ir.'mg 1J:mu5|-mu| I:!'n: YCar. 1 :J:.u.-n.-ﬁm:
recommentd arriving early — my family
artlved each moehing belore 750 and
sthll had voowale 15 milnutes o EEt past
the gate.

— R Regers ix dn a.l:.l'a.-.r.rré‘__r.rl'.rad'.n'n-r.il.l.l.lr
ﬁj"ﬁﬂﬂ']'.rrg My Wy Heome: .Fr'_g:’.l.ring' Lle-
preriion B.i'u:‘ﬁ:u cling m Coenrnal Foreda”
He alne wrriser a dlp 7, the "Central Florida
Bn'.-."'_'um'-‘:rr!g ﬂnk}nnﬂr_j" fﬁ'ﬂ'ﬁ."ﬁn‘&‘fﬂr
d'm‘:.i-urfa}: E:lu':mg.?'. anigl i ariicler fdve been
_,I"En'r.l'rirm" mﬂuﬁd‘a:‘mhr.mm. Rigers il
frr’:ﬁmﬂ_’} Bare wlvo rrrvefen fo moare phan
_,I'i';ﬁ:e'.l.r European cruntries, Lawks to Hopers'
e trd osber articlen b nis wrisien
afrinet h:i’_pa:‘i':rrg Lo &r_,ﬂ*rma' o el

el ] fira WET BT Ce .
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